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‘TERM 4 ALLOWS us the opportunity to celebrate and 
acknowledge the achievements of 2016’

Getting to this point of the year, there is a strong focus on 
celebrating the successes and achievements of our students 
and the College community. There are many memorable 
events that allow us to do this as a College community, and 
I encourage everyone across our K-12 Catholic College to 
embrace the ɲnal events of the year with much satisfaction 
and pride.

On Monday, 7 November we celebrated with our Yr 12 HSC 
Class of 2016 their Formal.  The ɲnal event of their school 
journey and now these students become ex-students. This 
moment is celebrated with each graduate receiving a key ring 
engraved with their individual ex-student number that they 
keep for the all years ahead. The Formal was a wonderful 
celebration for the conclusion of the thirteen-year journey 







ON THURSDAY, 6 October our inaugural Principal, Mr Stephen 
Aitken, was awarded an Honorary Doctorate by the Australian 
Catholic University for his contribution to education.

This was a wonderful night starting with a VIP cocktail 
function where the Vice Chancellor of ACU greeted 
Stephen, his family and friends and spoke briefly about the 
accomplishments of Stephen and why he was being honoured 
that day.

At the ceremony Stephen gave the Occasional Address 
at the beginning of the night and was presented with his 
Honorary Doctorate in front of hundreds of graduates as well 
as all his guests which also included a number of Patrician 
Brothers.

The following is taken from the presentation about Stephen 
given on the night during the ceremony:

“Stephen Aitken has made a significant contribution to 
Catholic education in NSW as a teacher, a Patrician Brother, a 
lay principal, an adult educator and a parish leader.





Every day reminds us of your love and care. 

In Jesus, your Son, we have food from heaven, our daily

bread.

Bless us as we prepare to receive Jesus in Holy Communion. 

May we come closer to Jesus and to each other.   Amen.

THE SACRAMENT OF Holy Communion or Eucharist completes 
the Sacraments of Initiation.  Together with Baptism and 
Conɲrmation, First Holy Communion establishes young 
people as fully ɳedged members of the faith. Catholic children 
around the age of 8 all over the world participate in this 
beautiful sacrament. Traditionally the candidates wear white to 
symbolise their innocence and the key symbols are bread and 
wine.  For many of us our First Holy Communion was a truly 
signiɲcant day, when our family and parish gathered together 
to celebrate this milestone in faith. When we participate in the 
sacraments of our children we renew our own faith journey.

The celebration of First Holy Communion was held at St 
Mary of the Cross Mackillop Church on 11 September with 
two groups at 10am and 12pm.  Each ceremony presented 
approximately 45 children over two services with Father Vince 
Casey presiding. The day was a lovely family and community 
event with the church at full capacity for both services. The 
Readings of the day recounted the story of The Last Supper 
when Jesus ɲrst shared the true meaning of the Eucharistic 
celebration.  Children attended and listened as Father Vince 
talked about his experience of First Holy Communion and 
even shared his own Communion certiɲcate.  The students 
had prepared for the sacrament by participating in four 
Parish-based lessons with volunteers as teachers of faith.  The 
children received a Eucharist medallion as a gift and shared a 
wonderful cake after the ceremony. 

A big thank you goes to all who helped with the organisation, 
planning and running of this special sacrament. 

We remember Jesus in the Eucharist
Kerry	Power	reflects on our Holy Communion.
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IN TERM 2 2016 I got together with a family friend of mine, 
Mavis Gyamɲ, who had recently been to Ghana through her 
charity ‘Channel of Blessings’, delivering donated goods to 
communities in Ghana. I was so inspired and thought that 
perhaps in some way the school could help. So along with 
Kayla Christensen and with the assistance of the rest of the 
Parliament team we organised that each year would bring in 



Rural Fire Service Training
Matthew Lovasz showcases Year 9 students.
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YEAR 12 HAVE had some very signiɲcant events which have 
concluded the end of their schooling. It was with a sense of 
nostalgia we gathered for these events. I think that there is still 
much disbelief that your time here at MacKillop has come to 
an end. Your time at the College seemed to go so quickly but 
each of you have made a positive impact on our school culture.

The final Year 12 final school week celebrations included the 
charity day where students raised funds for cancer research 
and Bear Cottage, focusing their celebrations of completing 
the HSC back to the community.  We then shared Mass with 
the rest of the school to say farewell before the traditional 
procession out of the school lead by bagpipers in respect 
of Mary MacKillop’s Scottish heritage. With many a tear and 







oN	21	SePTemBeR	2016 the MCC community came together 
to farewell the Year 12 class of 2016. Students from Years 5 
through to Year 11 along with staϜ and many parents gathered 
in the Aitken Hall to honour this yearɅs graduating class for a 
celebration of the Eucharist presided by Fr Vince Casey. 

Miss Elizabeth Kovacic led the procession of the students 
into the Hall by singing a beautiful rendition of the song 
ɄOceans, Where Feet May FailɅ (Hillsong unlimited). As they 
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EACH YEAR THE Children’s Book Council of Australia brings 
children and books together celebrating Children’s Book Week. 
The aim is to promote the best of Australian literature for 
children and young people. The theme for Book Week this year 
was, “Australia! Story Country”.

Book Week was held at MCC in August and to celebrate 
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THIS	ComPeTITIoN	HAS	been designed to assist the 
students in Years 7 and 8 with just one aspect of their literacy 
development. This year every subject area nominated 20 
words with their deɲnitions which they would expect each 
student would be able to spell and deɲne by the end of Year 8. 
These words were then collated and a booklet was published 
entitled, “My Little Book of Vocabulary”.  This book is to be 
kept by each student to use as a reference when working 
on assessments or learning preparation to assist them in 
comprehending the tasks.

In Term 3 every student in every Pastoral class in Years 7 
and 8 participated in a spelling bee which was based on the 
vocabulary words in their booklet. From this the two best 
spellers from each class competed in the Spelling Bee Final in 
Week 1 of this term. The finalists were:

Year 7

HOUSE NAMES

Fitzroy
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Highly Commended Awards Term 4
Anne Lovett  presents Year 7-12 Awards.
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IN TERM THREE this year, students in Years 8-10, who 
selected Drama Production as a sport option, performed in a 
contemporary Australian play by Debra Oswald called Stories 
in the Dark. Set in a war torn country, Stories in the Dark 
explores the power of storytelling to comfort and educate in a 
violent world in which young people struggle to survive. 

In the play, a terrified 12-year-old boy, finds himself 
separated from his family. He takes refuge in a bombed-out 
house where he meets Anna. Anna is older and more street 
smart but is also searching for her family amongst the ruins. 
At night, when the lights go out, the boy’s bravado gives way to 

tears. As a way of shutting the boy up, Anna starts to tell him 
a story that she vaguely remembers from her own childhood. 
And so begins a journey into the shifting, shimmering world of 
ogres, princes, princesses and foolish lads.



 IN TERM 3, Year 12 students completed their Bodies of Work, 
the practical component of Visual Arts.  The Bodies of Work are 
worth 50% of their overall mark.

To create a Body of Work, students spend the year 
on exploration of techniques, skill building, materials 
experimentation as well as researching artists and artworks, 
which inspire them. 



Artist of the Month
Jillian Young showcases Year 11 Sculptures.
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Textiles of the Month
Kath Ardern showcases Year 10 Textiles.
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HSC Design & Technology 
Damian Clair showcases Year 12 Design & Technology Major Works.





Bishop David Art Prize- Pope Francis
Jillian Young showcases Year 7-11 Portraits.
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BROKEN BAY ATHLETICS
FouRTeeN	STuDeNTS	RePReSeNTeD	MacKillop and the 
Central Coast at the Broken Bay Athletics on 29 August at 
Narrabeen.  Congratulations to Kaitlyn Norris, Isaac Zappala, 
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