




I TAKE GREAT pride in how this College community celebrates 
the Feast Day of St Mary MacKillop (8 August), as there is a 
really positive spirit in the College for what this feast means to 
us as a Josephite community. Once again we celebrated a full 
College Mass with 1500 students, 150 staff along with a good 
group of parents and Parishioners. This year had a wonderful 
additional blessing for our Josephite heritage with the Sisters 
placing a young novice, Jane Maisey with us for 3 months. It is 
a very exciting time for us and we hope Jane thoroughly enjoys 
her time of ministry here at Warnervale.

At this point of Term 3 many valued events and tasks have 
taken place for our students. At our beginning of the week 
staff briefings we often highlight events and groups of students 
and staff for how proudly they have represented themselves, 
their families and the College. A recent example of this was our 
annual Japanese Sister School visit that always leaves us with 
happy memories. A big thank you to the staff, students and 
families that made this year’s visit such a positive experience.

Our Primary School Principal, Sue Dietrich is on leave this 
term and the Primary are managing well under the acting 
leadership of Ann Jackson, Kerry Power and Kylie Huggins. 



TERM 3 HAS commenced, as our terms usually do, full 
throttle.   During this term, I have the honour of stepping 
up into the role of Acting Principal whilst Mrs Dietrich takes 
some well-deserved Long Service Leave.  I thank sincerely, Mrs 
Kerry Power and Mrs Kylie Huggins who have stepped up into 
new roles also as Acting Assistant Principal and Acting REC 
respectively.  We are enjoying working together as a team and 
being there to support each other as needed.  I am grateful 
too for the good people who work both with us and your 
children on a day to day basis and who make our jobs that 
much easier.   

Heraclitis is quoted as saying that ‘the only constant is 
change’ and the end of Term 2 certainly ratified that statement.  
We had a few people leave us at that time with Mrs Angela 
Dunn securing a teaching position in Broken Hill where her 
husband had been stationed with NSW Fire and Rescue.  
Although we were sad to see her go, we were happy to 
welcome to our Year 2 team, Mr Brendan Lewis.  The end of 
last term also saw Miss Wittman leaving 1W as Mrs Merrotsy 
re-joined us following her maternity leave in a job share 
situation with Mrs Danielle Lee.   

Our Japanese students from our sister school Nihon Daiichi 
High have visited us and provided some great experiences 
for our primary students.  The students really enjoy these 
interactions with our friends from Japan.

Grandparents were celebrated at a special Mass and 
morning tea on 28 July which fell within a few days of the feast 

of Sts Anne and Joachim who were the grandparents of Jesus.  
Our grandparents visited their grandchildren’s classrooms 
and enjoyed spending this time with them.  It was lovely to see 
these interactions between the generations.  

On Tuesday 8 August our College celebrated the feast of 
our College and Parish’s Patron – Saint Mary of the Cross, 
MacKillop.   We began our celebrations by connecting 
spiritually with Mary MacKillop through the celebration of Mass 
in the Aitkin Hall.  We were joined by our Sisters of St Joseph; 
Sr Marea, Sr Anne, Sr Sylvia and Sr Jane, a young novice here 
on placement.  We listened as each of them told their story 
of calling to vocation.  Following on from the Mass, we had 
a whole school picnic on the oval and then a rousing house 
challenge where our six house teams challenged each other to 
a dance off with Kincumber emerging as the victors for 2017.  
Congratulations to them!  

First Holy Communion takes place this term and our 
students have commenced their formation programme at 
Sunday Mass.  This is the last of the sacraments our students 
will receive in primary school and we pray that their encounter 









ON FRIDAY 28 August there was much excitement in Primary as 
we welcomed many grandparents to the school. The day began 
with a beautiful Mass in the hall where we celebrated our spiritual 
grandparents, Saints Anne and Joachim. 

Light refreshments followed Mass while the very talented Mrs 
Kate James prepared the hall for a musical extravaganza! We were 
entertained by musical pieces performed by the Year 4 students and 





IT HAS BEEN a busy start to Term 3 with regards to technology. Over the school 
holidays, the entire school was refitted with new Wireless Points as the diocese 
switched network providers. As a result of this, all staff and student BYO iPads were 
required to be reconnected to the network with new profiles. This was a significant 
task and I thank Mr Fuller and Mr Newell for their work in ensuring students and staff 
had internet access within the first week of term. Everyone was 



WE ARE VERY fortunate at MacKillop Catholic College 
Warnervale  to have an amazing sister school relationship with 
Nihon Daiichi Junior High School in Tokyo. Our visitors this 
year were Mr Takeshi Hatoyama, Assistant Prinicpal, Ms Megu 
Kasuya, English Language teacher, and 25 students.  Their tour 
conductors Ms Mika Kageyoshi and Mr Futoshi Kitajima also 
accompanied them.

Our visiting Nihon Daiichi students had some amazing 
experiences during their MacKillop visit. They attended English 
classes daily with Mrs Georgina Martin, Renae Kellie and Sara 
Butterworth. They attended a music class learning ‘Home 
Among the Gumtrees’ with Mr Shane LeBreton. They also had 
a dance class with Miss Rochelle Williamson and Year 10 Dance 
students. Ms Megan Phillipson taught the students how to 
make scones and let them try Australian teas and jams.  They 
also undertook Aboriginal activities and really enjoyed it. 

Exploring the Australian Reptile Park is one of the highlights 
of our sister school visit. The Japanese students and their host 

student spent some time there together and there were many 
laughs. All the students had fun feeding the kangaroos and 
having their photo taken with a koala.

Our Year 2 and Year 3 students who are learning Japanese 
this year also had opportunities for cultural exchange during 
our sister school visit. Groups of students came together with 
our Japanese visitors to play games and learn calligraphy.

We would like to thank all the MacKillop host students and 
families for welcoming the Japanese students into their homes, 
allowing them to experience Australian life, and for giving them 
such wonderful experiences. This valued friendship between 
our two schools could not continue to thrive without the 
generosity of our amazing host families, the support of the 
school executive, the Japanese committee members, and the 







 PORTRAIT PAINTINGS AND 











THIS TERM HAS showcased many talented individuals and 
sport teams for MacKillop Catholic College.

A number of students have been selected or have been 
nominated to represent the College in various sports. This 
term we saw 20 team events from Futsal, Rugby League (Girls 
and Boys), Soccer (Boys and Girls), AFL (Boys and Girls) Netball, 



AT MCC THE Feast day of Mary MacKillop is extremely 
important and we wish to celebrate the day as a true K-12 
community.

This term on 8 August we started the day with a beautiful 
Mass for all K-11. Year 12 could not join us due to their CSSA 
Trial exams.

After Mass and the handing out of the traditional M&Ms (we 
have claimed them as the Mary MacKillop sweets) the students 
enjoyed a picnic on the oval. With the Mass and picnic alone it 
is already a lovely community day.

However, in the afternoon, the students participate in 
a further event which they also truly enjoy – the House 
Challenge.

Each House has to create a mashing of a number of well-
known songs and change their words to describe and suit their 
House. The Year 11 House Leaders work together with their 
House Teachers to create these great and entertaining songs. 
However, now the real fun begins. The students from K-11 
meet over a period of three weeks to rehearse their songs, 





AS MENTIONED IN a previous College Matters article, 
Mackillop Catholic College always retires the current Year 
12 Leaders at the end of Term 2, so they can begin to focus 
fully on their pending HSC Trials and final HSC Examinations.  
To allow this to occur, our Year 11 students are asked to 
nominate for a possible position on the College Parliament.  
From the 30 students in Year 11 who nominated for a senior 
leadership position this year, 17 of them were successfully 
elected.  These students travelled with Mrs Kovacic and I to 
the Senior Leadership Camp at St Joseph’s Spirituality Centre 
Kincumber on 26 and 27 June.  

With such a positive group of young men and women, Mrs 














