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Beginning 2019 with
the message of love

WELCOME TO KINDER & YEAR 7

OUR PILGRIMS ATTEND 
WORLD YOUTH DAY

LAUNCHING THE PARENT 
PARTNERSHIP CHARTER
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COLLEGEMACKILLOP Catholic College WARNERVALE

2019 HAS COMMENCED in tremendous style with a hive of 
activity about the College. It is a joy seeing all the students, 
staff and families start off a new school year in such a positive 
way. The spirit here is so palpable and alive, it reminds us all 
that we have a very special place here at MacKillop.

We are all delighted to see so many new faces about the 
College. The Kinder and Year 7 students are an impressive 
group and they have all taken to the everyday scene of 
MacKillop with much enthusiasm. We were delighted to see 
our Kinders with their MacKillop teddy bears at our Welcome 
Mass on Sunday 17 February.

As usual, we have hit the ground running with lots of events 
and happenings across the entire campus. Lots of helping 
hands have supported the students and the College for the 
start of the year and for that spirit of cooperation we are most 
grateful to everyone.

This first edition of College Matters covers many of the 
beginning events and the details are contained in each article 
that follows in this first edition of the year.

I would like to mention an important leadership matter for 
parents as we have welcomed back our Primary Principal, 
Sue Dietrich, this year after spending 6 months working in 
the Newcastle Diocese last year. Mrs Dietrich has indicated 
to us this will be her final year as our Primary Principal before 
transitioning to retirement. There is much to acknowledge 
and recognize with Mrs Dietrich’s leadership as our Primary 
Principal over the past ten years and we look forward to 
celebrating her journey here at MacKillop later in the year.  

The level of achievement of our MacKillop students always 
impresses us and there are two events that will be covered in 
more detail in this edition of College Matters, which I would 
also like to mention in my reflection. The first event involves 
our students and staff attending and supporting World Youth 
Day (WYD) held in Panama in January. Ten senior students and 
three staff joined other pilgrims across the diocese of Broken 
Bay as the largest single group of school students to travel to 
Panama. The reports which have returned to us acknowledge 
just how impressive our students were for this significant 
event. We are extremely proud of this group of young women 
and men who represented us at WYD and their stories have 
been relayed with much enjoyment and pride back to the 
students.

The other event I would like to acknowledge is the NSW 
CCC Blues Awards held in Wollongong on Monday 11 
February. For a school to have one recipient of a Blues Award 
is pretty special but to have three recipients in one year is 
most unusual and special. MacKillop has three students who 
have shone as exceptional sports people. We congratulate 
Annika Boyd (Golf), Nathan Ward (Swimming) and Jack Taylor 
(Softball) for receiving their Blues Awards for their outstanding 
performances in 2018. The College community is very proud 
of these students and we are keen to continue following their 
sporting pursuits in 2019. 

Finally, I would like to advise our community that the College 
Matters publication will be available on our website to all 
families once a term in 2019. Enjoy the articles and recognition 
of our students throughout 2019.

Welcome to 2019
The spirit here is so palpable and alive, it reminds us all that we have a very special 
place here at MacKillop, College Princpal, Steve Todd.
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THANK YOU FOR the warm return I have received to our 
MacKillop community. My time working with Maitland/
Newcastle Diocese last year was very rewarding on both a 
professional and personal level. Meeting, working with and 
supporting many Principals across the Diocese as they forcGB
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OUR LIVELY BUNCH of Kindergarten children came to us 
full of excitement, curiosity and a pinch of nerves. Some 
approached the classroom with bright eyes and beaming 
smiles, while others couldn’t hold back the tears (parents 
included). The first day of Kindergarten is always overwhelming 
but somehow, we all leave at the end of the day with big smiles 
and full hearts. 

The children have settled into their classes beautifully and 
are showing lots of enthusiasm whilst learning and making 
new friends. There have been so many ‘new’ things to learn 
and explore, which can be quite overwhelming, yet our little 
cherubs have taken it all in their stride!   

It was an exciting moment when our Kindergarten friends 
joined us in the Church for our Welcoming Mass. The highlight 

was walking hand-in-hand and sitting with our families in the 
Church to celebrate becoming a part of the MacKillop family. 
We were so proud of the children’s behaviour and ability to 
sit and listen quietly to all the important announcements. I 
am sure everyone enjoyed their child’s beautiful singing and 
dancing too. 
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A WARM WELCOME to the students and parents of Year 
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MISSIONMACKILLOP Catholic College WARNERVALE

SUNDAY 17 FEBRUARY was an amazing celebration for the 
new members of our community.

Kindergarten and Year 7 students, and new families, gathered 
at our College Church, St. Mary of the Cross, at Mass to 
celebrate Eucharist together. The Church was overflowing with 
families as the new members joined the existing congregation 
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COLLEGE
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IN WEEK 3, Year 7 students and staff set off on a pilgrimage 
to MacKillop Place North Sydney and the Sisters of St Joseph 
Spirituality Centre Kincumber.

MacKillop Place is a special place for the Sisters of Saint 
Joseph as well as our College community. Whilst at North 
Sydney students embarked on a guided tour of the museum 
from a volunteer Sister of Saint Joseph accompanied by one 
of the HSIE teachers. The tour included a visit to Alma Cottage 
and the tomb of Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop. Visiting the 
tomb of our patron saint was particularly a special opportunity 
for the students. It is here that they were able to pray together 
for their own intentions as well as the needs of our community. 

Year 7 were also fortunate to participate in a workshop that 
explored the life of Saint Mary of the Cross MacKillop. This 
workshop was led by Sister Annie and educator Veronica Rizk. 
In these workshops the students explored the connections of 
their house values to the current work of the Sisters of Saint 
Joseph and how they can apply the charism of Mary Mackillop 
to their own lives today. 

At the Spirituality Day at Kincumber the students visited the 
museum on site and went on a walking tour of the grounds 

led by the volunteers. On the tour the students learnt about 
St Mary of the Cross and her passion to care for the poor 
orphans who lived at this historical site. Students also learnt 
about the history of the area and the importance of the work 
of the Sisters of Saint Joseph in running the boys’ home in 
the early nineteenth century.  Year 7 also participated in 
a workshop facilitated by the Youth Ministry Leader, Mrs 
Elizabeth Reynolds. This engaging session allowed the students 
to reflect on what it means to be a MacKillop student and live 
out the core values connected to the house system. Fr Vince 
our Parish Priest then Ȁ

^ԀФMՠրՠնҼհԐM֠ҼհҰаѰҰҀ԰ѠհրѰҀԐհ`MՀհMѰҰҀ԰ЫհװԬMԦՐѰԖ`MԠҰ�Ր@Ұ-M԰ҰҀՠက
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2019 IS GOING to be an exciting year for our JUMP participants. There were many outreach opportunities in 2018, and this year 
looks to be no different. Volunteering at Coast Shelter is a fantastic way for students and their parents to give back to the local 
community. The Glen is a facility in Chittaway Point that assists people with alcohol and drug addiction. Students are taken on a tour 
of the site, experience a smoking ceremony and learn about the impacts addiction can have on the individual, family and friends, as 
well as the wider community. 

Another opportunity exists for students to travel to Kings Cross. Students are invited to take a journey through the streets of 
the Cross with long-time resident Mr English who shares his personal experience of homelessness and hardship. Whilst these are 
only a few of the initiatives that students can partake in through the College, there are many other options throughout the year. 
Students are also encouraged to look for areas of need in their homes and the wider community. 

Stepping up to leadership
Seniors advised on how to maximise their learning potential, Debra Ferguson.

IN WEEK 2, MacKillop held its annual “Christ Our Light” Senior Luncheon. This commenced with 
a Senior Mass where we honoured our seniors as the leaders of the College community as well 
as developing into young adults. At the Mass the Year 11 students were presented with their 
senior badges by the Year 12 College Captains and all the students recited their senior pledge 
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MACKILLOP CATHOLIC COLLEGE, Warnervale proudly 
welcomes a solid HSC result from the Class of 2018. There are 
many ways to examine data and data is best used when we ask 
ourselves questions and know the narrative behind that data. 
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THIS YEAR MACKILLOP has engaged a group called Elevate to 
assist our students in their study and learning skills.

The organisation, ELEVATE, are providing programs in 
over 1000 schools across Australia. They have completed 17 
years of research benchmarking and studying students from 
around the world allowing Elevate to identify the habits that 
differentiate the world’s top students. 

Elevate’s seminars and resources help students of all 
abilities to develop and use these same habits, to facilitate 
more effective learning, improve learning outcomes and 
increase overall student performance. They do this by:

•	 Short, sharp sessions to workshop the nominated skill sets

•	 Using young presenters to which students can relate

•	 Providing practical skills that can be used immediately

•	  

楮捲敡獥⁯癥牡汬⁳瑵摥湴⁰敲景牭慮捥⸠周敹⁤漠瑨楳⁢示

•
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INSPIRED BY ARTISTS Carol Atkin’s panoramas of the beach and rainforest landscapes, Year 9 explored negative space.

Artists in excellence
Jillian Young showcases Year 9 Visual Arts.



COLLEGEMatters | 19ISSUE 19 | WEEK 6, TERM 1 2019

CULTUREMACKILLOP Catholic College WARNERVALE

AT ASSEMBLY EARLIER this term we were able to announce 
the results from our fun-filled Swimming Carnival held at 
the end 2018. We celebrated the success of all of our Age 
Champions for 2019:

•	 8 Yr Girls	 Scarlett Clark

•	 8 Yr Boys	 Samuel Hill

•	 9 Yr Girls	 Scarlett Goody 

•	 9 Yr Boys	 Jackson Grace

•	 10 Y Yr Girls	 Cora Logan

•	 10 Yr Boys	 Patrick Kyle

•	 11 Yr Girls	 Ava-Marie Carlson

•	 	11Yr Boys	 Kye Northey

•	 12/13 Yr Girls	 Jasmin Fisher

•	 	12/13 Yr Boys	 Dylan Wightman

Temuka were clear winners of the perpetual colour house 
trophy for swimming

1.   Temuka  1102

2.  Alma   890

3.  Fitzroy  789

4.  Gesu  682

5.  Penola   666

6.  Kincumber 632

Thirty swimmers have qualified to represent MacKIllop at the 
CCC Swimming Carnival at Mingara and we wish them all the 
very best of luck.

Ava-Marie Carlson (Year 6) and Elouise Falconer (Year 6) 
represented the Broken Bay Diocese at Polding Summer 

Sport Trials in Lismore during Week 2. Elouise performed 
admirably in the Girls Tennis squad despite a recent injury, 
falling just short of qualification to progress to the next level. 
Ava was selected for the 2019 Polding Girls Cricket Team and 
will participate in the NSWPSSA Girls Cricket Carnival in Raby 
during Term 4. We are very proud that both girls were such 
fine ambassadors for our school and Diocese.

Primary students were lucky to have a visit from Sydney 
Swans Senior Players, Robbie Fox and Jack Maubaum, as 
part of the 2019 AFL Community Camp Program. At a special 
assembly Robbie and Jack spoke to the children about their 
personal journey into AFL, the benefits of being active, having 
fun and eating healthy. We learned that there is a Swans Red 
Rookie program allowing FREE entry to Swans games and 
that we can do Auskick or play local footy here on the Central 
Coast. Some lucky children even won prizes for answering quiz 
questions. 

Wonderful school spirit was on display at the CCC Swimming 
Carnival at Mingara. Congratulations to our team of 30 
swimmers who swam and cheered their hearts out on the day. 
MacKillop finished 7th overall on the points table. A special 
mention to the following students on individual efforts:

•	 Krystal Lees – 2nd place in 8Yr Girls 50m Freestyle

•	 Cora Logan – 3rd place in 10Yr Girls 50m Breaststroke

•	 Dylan Wightman – 1st place in 12Yr Boys Butterfly, Backstroke, 
200m Individual Medley and 3rd place in 50m Freestyle

Dylan came very close to winning ‘Swimmer of the Meet’ 
finishing 3rd overall. We wish Krystal and Dylan the best of luck 
as they now progress to the Broken Bay Swimming Carnival in 
Week 6.

Around the grounds in Primary
Kellie Denneman covers a brilliant start to 2019 in sporting achievements.



COLLEGEMatters | 20 ISSUE 19 | WEEK 6, TERM 1 2019

CULTUREMACKILLOP Catholic College WARNERVALE

THE NEW SOUTH Wales Combined Catholic Colleges 
(NSWCCC) Blues awards recognises the most elite athletes 
across all sports in NSW Catholic Schools. To be selected for 
a NSWCCC Blue award, athletes must be the top 2 athletes 
in their sport and must fulfil the sporting criteria, often being 
selection in the NSW All Schools team and competing at the 
School Sport Australia tournament as a Year 10, 11 or 12 
student.

In 2018, 64 students across NSWCCC schools were awarded 
Blues awards. Of these 64, 6 students were from the Diocese 
of Broken Bay and of these 6, MacKillop was so proud that 
3 of these students were from our College. The Blue awards 
took place in early February this year in Wollongong and as a 
member of the NSWCCC Council (for Tennis) I had the privilege 
of reading each students citation, and our Director Mr Peter 
Hamill presented the athletes for our Diocese. 

Annika Boyd received a Blue award in the sport of Golf. 
She won the NSWCCC Matchplay title, was selected into the 
NSW All Schools team where she placed 3rd at the Strokeplay 
championships and likewise at the School Sport Australia 
tournament. Annika was selected into the School Sport 
Australia Team of the Year for 2018.

Jack Taylor received a Blue award in the sport of Softball. He 
was recognised for his selection into the NSW All Schools team 
in 2017 and 2018. Jack was recognised for his skills in both 
defensive and offensive plays and his drive and determination 
to provide a positive impact to the team. Jack’s ‘never say die’ 
attitude was recognised when he contributed to helping NSW 
turn a deficit into a Gold medal winning performance at the 
Pacific School games in 2017.

Nathan Ward received a Blue award in the sport of 
Swimming. He was recognised for his achievements in the 
stroke of Breaststroke and Freestyle. Nathan won the 50m and 
100m breaststroke events at the NSWCCC and NSW All Schools 
championships. He was selected into the NSW All Schools 
team as the Vice-Captain to compete in Hobart where he won 
the Gold Medal in the 50m and 100m Breaststroke, 4th in the 
50m Freestyle and a silver in the Medley relay.

The success of these 3 students was celebrated on the night 
with our Secondary Principal Mrs Ferguson and many families 
present. We are very proud of Annika, Jack and Nathan who 
achieved this success as Year 11 students in 2018. We wish 
them well in their sports this year as HSC students.

Secondary sporting achievement 
0DF.LOORS�VWXGHQWV�VKLQH�DV�16:&&&ȇV�ȴQHVW�$WKOHWHV��Rachael Elcoate.
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WE HAD A wonderful turn up of parents and students for the 
launch of the Parent Partnership Charter (PPC). The evening 
began with mums receiving a rose and dads receiving some 
chocolate on arrival. Our College Leadership Team and student 
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WE BEGAN OUR 2018 Year 6 Graduation celebrations in fine 
MacKillop fashion. Students, staff and families came together 
in the Aitkin Hall to celebrate Mass as we wished Year 6 
students all the best before they commenced the next part of 
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