
Reverse image search – how to.

This concept can be summarised as search engine technology that takes an image that appears online or in documents you 
have received, and solves queries about its origin. 
Results are produced that relate to revealing where the image has come from, its original accreditation, veracity and in 
provides further information about the image, and samples of similar images.

Some of the most common reasons for using this option include: 

 - Locating the source information of an image – i.e. the particular website.
 - Searching for duplicated content
 - Ensuring compliance with copyright legislation
 - Finding out further information 
 - Determining if an image is genuine or has been faked
 - To locate a higher quality version of the image

There are multiple methods, for conducting such a search. Some are relatively simple and focus on specific search engines, 
other include apps that search ALL the search engines, forums and social media platforms. They produce extremely detailed 
results. Which you choose depends entirely on your primary need.

Methods can vary between browser searches, and those conducted on phones with both Android and IOS software.

This cheat sheet will break down each of the above, and suggest one or two apps that can be downloaded for more 
detailed results.

Browsers and desktop computers

Google

This is the simplest of all options. Visit images.google.com. The window below will show.





Android

There are several different methods of performing a reverse search on an Android device.

Google’s Chrome browser.

To do this for an image found online.

 - Open Chrome and locate the image you wish to search for
 - Tap and hold on the image once located
 - When a number of options shows – choose the Search google for this image link. This can be seen in the  
  window below.

When the image is stored on your device

Go to – ctrlq.org/google/images

This is the screen that will appear.

 - Choose the upload picture options
 - Select ‘Files” provided from your computer
 - Choose an image from your photo gallery
 - When this is uploaded select Show Matches





If you do not wish to save an image to your device, an alternate method is via installing the google Chrome app to your 
phones.

This can be chosen from the App store, and downloaded for free.

Once downloaded, tapping and holding an image will offer identical options shown as above.




